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across America. We have neighborhood heal-
ers who are performing miracles on a daily 
basis by helping people change their hearts 
and their lives. Policemen and firefighters 
and people who wear our Nation’s uniform 
are reminding us what it means to sacrifice 
for something greater than yourself. Once 
again, the children of America believe in he-
roes because they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America. 
And I have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right nation. We’re a strong 
country, and we use that strength to defend 
the peace. We’re an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than 
ourselves. 

Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations 
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek to 
lift up lives by spreading opportunity to every 
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it. And 
we know that for our country and for our 
cause the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:01 p.m. in the 
Presidential Ballroom at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. 
In his remarks, he referred to Betsy DeVos, chair-
man, Michigan Republican Party, who introduced 
the President; and Michael Kojaian, Michigan 
State finance chairman, and Mercer Reynolds, na-
tional finance chairman, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.

Remarks at the Korean War 
Memorial 
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I’m here to honor those who served in 
Korea. There is a very profound statement 
here at this moving memorial. It says, ‘‘Free-
dom is not free.’’ And today we honor 
those—this weekend we honor those who 
served in the cause of freedom in the Korean 
war. 

This memorial is—and those who served 
in Korea also remind us of the challenges 
we face today, and it gives us a chance to 
reflect on the sacrifices that are being made 
on behalf of freedom today. And our Nation 

will be eternally grateful for the men and 
women who serve today, as we are for those 
who have served in the past. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 a.m. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority 
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President Bush. Good day. I’m honored 
to welcome Prime Minister Abbas to the 
White House. It is such an honor to have 
you here, sir. 

Prime Minister Abbas. Thank you. 
President Bush. To break through old 

hatreds and barriers to peace, the Middle 
East needs leaders of vision and courage and 
a determination to serve the interest of their 
people. Mr. Abbas is the first Palestinian 
Prime Minister, and he is proving to be such 
a leader. 

We had a good meeting today about the 
way forward on the roadmap to Middle East-
ern peace. Prime Minister Abbas and I share 
a common goal, peace in the Holy Land be-
tween two free and secure states, Palestine 
and Israel. 

Reaching this goal will require all sides to 
meet their responsibilities. We made a good 
progress last month at the Red Sea Summit 
in Aqaba. The Government of Israel recog-
nized that Israel’s own interests would be 
served when the Palestinians govern them-
selves in their own state, a peaceful, demo-
cratic state where the forces of terror have 
been replaced by the rule of law. 

Prime Minister Abbas committed to a 
complete end to violence and terrorism, and 
he recognized that terror against Israelis, 
wherever they might be, is a dangerous ob-
stacle to the achievement of a Palestinian 
state. 

I committed to both sides that the United 
States will strive to see that promises are kept 
and monitor the parties’ progress on this dif-
ficult journey. 
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